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INTRODUCING THE SPEAKERS

NINA AMELUNG (ICS-UL) 
Nina is sociologist and research fellow at ICS, Universidade de Lisboa. She 
obtained her PhD in Sociology from the Technical University of Berlin. 
Her research interests lie at the intersection of Sociology of Culture, 
Science and Technology Studies (STS) and Critical Migration, Border and 
Surveillance Studies. While addressing how particular social groups and 
wider publics are affected by different biometric database systems, she 
explores relations between emergent publics, matters of citizenship and 
biometric technologies applied in migration and crime control regimes. 
In her current project entitled “Affected (non)publics: Social and political 
implications of transnational biometric databases in migration and crime 
control (AFFECT)” Nina explores the social and political implications of 
growing database infrastructures – in particular their design, governance 
and implementation – on understanding affected publics. She is 
co-founder of STS-MIGTEC, an independent network of scholars at the 
intersection of science and technology studies (STS) and critical migra-
tion, security and border studies (http://sts-migtec.org/).

HÉLDER BASTOS (SEF/ISEL) 
Hélder is an Inspector of the Immigration and Borders Service. Its main 
activities are digital evidence collection and advisory on crime investiga-
tions which rely at digital media. He is also a Guest Assistant at the 
Instituto Superior de Engenharia de Lisboa, where he teaches the course 
of Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive Systems in the Masters in 
Informatics and Computers and Informatics and Multimedia.

FILIPE SANTOS (CES-UC)
Filipe Santos has a Ph.D. in Sociology and is currently co-coordinator and 
researcher of the Science, Economy and Society Research Group 
(NECES). His research interests are focused on the intersections between 
criminal justice and forensic science, privileging theoretical approaches 
from the science, technology and society studies. Filipe’s latest publica-
tions include the books “Do Meia Culpa a Madeleine McCann. Casos 
mediáticos e genética forense em Portugal" (2021) and "Da cena de crime 
ao tribunal. Trajetórias e culturas forenses” (2020) and the article “The 
social life of forensic evidence and the epistemic sub-cultures in an 
inquisitorial justice system: Analysis of Saltão case” (2019). His current 
research project (CLINIC) focuses on the execution of security measures 
by mentally disordered offenders in Portugal.

The international seminar cycle Migration in 
Digital Space: experiences, change and 
resistance aims at developing an interdisci-
plinary framework to analyse how migra-
tion is constructed, transformed and 
mapped by/within digital space, in order to 
expand our knowledge on its impact in both 
online and offline space. The seminar cycle 
intends to contribute to improving and 
fostering knowledge in regard to contem-
porary global challenges encompassing 
migration, forced displacement and refugee 
movement. Furthermore, it seeks to 
harmonize dialogue between the social 
sciences and digital technology fields, and 
move towards offering innovative contribu-
tions to public policy.

In these seminars we wish to debate the 
role of digital technologies in migration in 
several domains:

- New methodologies and techniques of 
applied investigation to migration studies 
(digital ethnographies);

- The use of digital technologies and ‘Big 
data’ by the state as an information source, 
and control and monitorization tools in 
managing migratory processes;

- Critique of the expansion of hate discours-
es towards migrants and ethnic minorities;

- The increase in inequalities in regard to 
access to information (i.e., digital divide);

- The visibilization and production of new 
practices of participation and resistance 
through digital space from migrants and 
civil society organizations;

The sessions strive to include a variety of 
speakers from different backgrounds, 
including academics, artists, media profes-
sionals and political representatives, with 
events taking place every three months and 
held in the hybrid format.
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